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and if thou takest her against their consent, will
neither give thee portion or blessing, nor will thy
marriage be happy.

Ask me not by what rules I obtain this informa-
tion ; quiet thy mind in the view of other offers
which may present; preserve thy virtue and tem-
perance ; there seems something in view, though
yet at a distance, which shall be more to thy satis-
faction even than this, had it gone forward; and I
see a light of moderate happiness glancing towards
thee from a remote part, intimating that thou shalt
be very happy, and live comfortably, if the exercise
of a patient and quiet temper prevail over rashness
and passion; but if the latter prevail, expect misery
and distracted circumstances may be thy lot

The youth went away better instructed than I
should have expected from an art which I have so
very bad an opinion of: but this Dr. Boreman was
a strange man, according to all the reports of the
country about him, and did abundance of things,
even by the methods of his art, which carried a face
of good with them, as is said before, page 303 ; if it
was delusive, and came from the Devil, it was so
much the more dangerous, as it came covered and
coloured with a mist of virtue, and a religious cha-
racter, and with a mouth always full of a lofty cant,
as if talking from a divine oracle, and directed by
spirits always employed for the good of mankind in
general, and to do acts of charity and beneficence to
afflicted or perplexed persons in particular.

Thus far from my friend who conversed with Dr.
Boreman: he gave me several other accounts of him,
which, notwithstanding all the good things pretended
to, aud the fine canting words of the doctor, con-
vince me still that he must have had some unlawful
conversation with such spirits or such beings as I
should still call devils: that he used spells, and
charms, and familiars; that he did not disown the